here is hardly a person who reads
the newspapers or watches television
o is not to some degree aware of the
threat to the environment that is fast being wrought by the human species . . . . Only
now are we beginning to understand what such devastation means in terms of the poten- .
tial suffering of literally millions of animals and the extinction of whole species of others
with whom we share this earth," observed HSUS President John A. Hoyt in his message
to the membership at the HSUS annual conference in October.
Behlnd these sobering words were accounts of ecological destruction from conference
speakers representing almost a dozen organizations involved in environmental protection . These speakers also brought words of hope to those assembled in Houston, however.
Humane sustainable agriculture-agriculture that does not harm farm land, furm animals,
or farm people-was the focal point of experts participating in the preconference symposium on October 25. Conference keynote speaker Jeremy Rifkin of the Foundation
on Economic Trends and The Global Greenhouse Network piqued the interest of Thursday's audience with a style one part university professor and one part revivalist. The
HSUS's Dr. Michael Fox and the Rev. Dr. Andrew Linzey spoke from their perspectives as scientist/philosopher and theologian, respectively.
Global concerns did not crowd out more immediate problems, as workshops on upto-the-week reports on the CITES conference, shelter problems, animal-exploitation
events, and other topics attracted their share of attentive participants.
Whale expert Roger Payne brought unforgettable songs of humpback whales to a Friday night audience, then accepted the Joseph Wood Krutch medal on Saturday night.
H.l. " Sonny" Bloch received the James Herriot award for his tireless work on the
"Living with Animals" television show. Finally, two long-time HSUS staffers, John Dommers and Patrick Parkes, were recognized in an affectionate tribute marking their last
official HSUS conference at Saturday's banquet.

Audio cassette recordings of the conference
speakers and workshop
leaders, including keynote speaker Jeremy
Rifkin, luncheon speak-

Linzey , are available
from Professional Programs Audio Cassettes,
12035 Saticoy Street,
Suite B, North Hollywood, CA 91605, for

The HSUS will hold
its 1990 annual conference in San Francisco,
California, October
25-27. Look for details
in upcoming issues of
the HSUS News.

